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To Our Readers

This issue of MEDREK
carries a summary report of a
rather unusual workshop hosted
by FSS on 12 July 2001. As part
of its Poverty Dialogue Forum,
ESS has been holding public de-
bates on poverty and poverty re-
duction all through the year.
What was unique about the
workshop in question was that all
the speakers were poor people.
FSS thought the poor should
have the chance to tell their own
story in their own way, and that
we should also listen to them
rather than just talk about them.
The workshop was entitled Lis-
tening to the Poor and while we
do not claim to have succeeded
in bringing together a representa-
tive view of the poor in Addis
Ababa, it was a sobering experi-
ence to learn about poverty from
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LISTENING TO THE POOR

Introduction

The fourth Workshop of
the Poverty Dialogue Forum,
which was entitled Listening to
the Poor, and which was held
on 12 July 2001, marked a sig-
nificant departure for FSS. For
the first time in the program,
FSS provided a forum to the
poor to tell their own story and
to participants of the program
to learn about poverty from the
poor themselves. The Poverty
Dialogue program had so far
been talking about the poor but
had no opportunity of listening
to them. Quite often, poverty
debates are undertaken among

people who themselves are not
poor, and the subject of the de-
bates, 1. poor people, are fre-
quently not consulted. FSS
wanted to make a break with
this tradition and to give the
poor the chance to participate in
the discussion about poverty
and poverty reduction. The pro-
gram brought together four
women and two men from vari-
ous poor communities in Addis
Ababa to talk about their ex-
perience and how they have
been able to cope with poverty.
Following is a summary of the
presentations.

(Continued on page 2)



FSS is democratically governed,
with decision-making shared by the
General Assembly, the Board of
Advisors, and the Management
Committee. The General Assembly
meets once a year to review and ap-
prove the broad policies of the or-
ganization. The Board, which meets
more frequently, is responsible for
drawing up the policies and strate-

gies of FSS, monitoring the work of

the executive, and reviewing and
approving the finances. Of the nine
members in the Board four are
women. The Management Commit-
tec is the executive body of FSS. It
is responsible for implementing the
decisions of the Board and manag-
ing the activities of the organiza-
tion.
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the men and women we had in-
vited for the occasion. Other
articles in this issue include a
short discussion of ADLI and a
commentary on the education

component of the Government's
IPRSP. The last piece in the
newsletter is an article on infor-
mation technology and devel-
opment in Sencgal, which may
be of interest to some of our
readers.
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Dr. Konjit Fekade, lec-
turer at the Faculty of Technol-
ogy and a freelance consultant,
chaired the Workshop. Dr. Me-
heret Ayenew, the coordinator
of the Poverty Dialogue Forum,
opened the Workshop by wel-
coming the speakers and par-
ticipants and introducing the
theme of the program. He noted
that the program was fortunate
for the opportunity to hear the
views and concerns of the poor
themselves. All the panelists
and discussants, he said, are
from the poor community and
have kindly consented to share
their experiences with us.
While some of them had been
able to improve their condition
to some extent thanks in part to
their involvement in programs
run by NGOs working with the
poor in the city, the other
speakers were less fortunate
and were still in difficult cir-
cumstances. Each speaker was
given enough time to tell the
audience her/his life story, to
reflect on what it means to live
in poverty and to suggest pro-
grams that government agen-
cies and NGOs may undertake
to reduce poverty and to im-
prove the lot of poor people.

What It Means to be Poor

The first speaker was
Gizachew Haile, a young man
of 24 who was bormn and

brought up in the poorest sec-
tion of Addis Ketema. His fam-
ily, which initially consisted of
his parents, his two brothers
and a sister, was very poor and
his parents found it hard to sup-
port their children. As a small
boy his parents sent him to the
neighborhood "Priest School”
not because they were keen
about religious education but
because it was cheap and a
good means of keeping him
from getting into trouble. He
then attended regular school
working part time to support
himself. Both his parents died
while he was in grade school
and in his early teens, and he
was forced to assume responsi-
bility for the household. This
meant doing odd jobs part time
and going to school part time.
After a while, his two brothers
left the city to seek opportuni-
ties elsewhere which greatly re-
duced his family burdens. His
sister, whom he was helping to
go to school, dropped out and
became a maid to support her-
self. Gizachew found it very
hard to work and continue with
his education and he had to
drop out of school several times
because of the difficult circum-
stances. It was only when he
joined one of the credit pro-
grams run by PROPRIDE, a lo-
cal NGO working in Addis
Ketema and elsewhere in the
city, that he was able to return
to school and complete his high
school education.
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Gizachew characterized
poverty as a malignant disease.
To be poor, he said, was to lose
hope, to give up on life itself.
Poverty gives rise to conflict in
the community and leads to
crime. Poor people, he noted,
suffer social exclusion. He be-
lieved that if Government and
NGOs could find ways to create
employment opportunities, it
would be an effective way of
reducing poverty. Providing
skills training to the poor, he
thought, would improve their
chances of secure employment.

Gizachew characterized
poverty as a malignant dis-
ease. To be poor, he said,
was to lose hope, to give
up on life itself. Poverty
sives rise to conflict in the
community and leads to
crime. Poor people, he
noted, suffer social
exclusion.

The second speaker,
Senait Zenawi, was a young
woman of 24 who was born and
still lives in the Tecklehaimanot
area of Addis Ababa, one of the
poorest areas in the city. The
family consists of nine people:
her parents, three brothers, two
sisters, her son and herself. She
is unmarried. Her mother is a
washerwoman and her father is
retired and has a small pension.
Because her parents were un-
able to make ends meet and
found it hard to care for their
children, she was forced to drop
out of school and seek employ-
ment at a very young age, when
she was about 16. Like her
mother she became a washer-
woman, and for six years she

earned an average of 60 Birr a
month washing clothes. More-
over, as her parents were get-
ting old and her brothers and
sisters were much younger than
her, she assumed responsibility
for the whole family. With her
meager carnings and the occa-
sional support of her mother
who continued to wash clothes
to earn some Income even
though she was getting old, she
has managed to keep her three
brothers and one sister in
school. Her son is too young to
go to school and one other sis-
ter does not go to school be-
cause she cannot afford to pay
for her. Senait said that life be-
came increasingly hard because
the income she and her mother
carned (her father's pension was
inconsequential) could barely
cover the growing needs of the
family. A lucky break for her
was the chance to enroll in a
training program run by Hope
Enterprises, a local NGO work-
ing with the poor in the city.
She is now training as a cook
and housekeeper. She has also
been able to benefit by the or-
ganization's micro-credit pro-
gram.

Senait described poverty
as the loss of respect and
trust. The poor, she said,
are considered the lowest
of the low: they are looked
down upon, not trusted,
and not respected. They
play a marginal role in the
life of their community.

Senait described pov-
erty as the loss of respect and
trust. The poor, she said, are
considered the lowest of the
low: they arc looked down
upon, not trusted, and not re-
spected. They play a marginal
role in the life of their commu-
nity. Senait thought that the
best way to reduce poverty was
to create employment opportu-
nities targeted to the poor. Both
the Government and NGOs
should make employment crea-
tion, in particular employment
for the poor, their priority if
they hope to reduce poverty in
the city. She was emphatic that
if just one person from a poor
family has a secure job, earning
a decent income, it will help
bring considerable improve-
ments in the condition of the
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family. Another important fac-
tor for poverty reduction, she
thought, was providing educa-
tion to the poor. She felt NGOs
and the Government should put
more resources in extending
educational opportunities to the
poor.

Senait thought that the best

way to reduce poverty was
to create employment op-

portunities targeted to the

poor. Both the Government
and NGOs should make
employment creation, in

particular employment for
the poor, their priority if
they hope to reduce pov-

erty in the city.

The third speaker was
Sisay Gessesse, a young man of
25 who is now actively in-
volved in programs run by the
Forum for Street Children, one
of the local NGOs working
with street children and chil-
dren in difficult circumstances
in Addis Ababa and a few other
towns. The story of his life is
similar in many ways to that of
the panelists who spoke before

him. Sisay was born in the
Kirkos area of Addis Ababa, a

neighborhood with a large
population of poor households.
His family consisted of nine
children and his parents, but his
father died when Sisay was
very young. As the eldest child
in the family, he dropped out of
school and tried to support his
family by vending cigarettes,
candy and chewing gum. He
soon became a street child, liv-
ing off the street but not on it.
Gradually, this led to drug tak-
ing, violence and a very inse-
cure life. For a while, he was
taking hashish, snorting petrol,
and chewing chat. Because he
was young (he was barely in his
teens), he was frequently vic-
timized by the older street chil-
dren, sometimes beaten and at-
tacked. Sisay's break came
when he met development
agents working for Save the
Children US and became in-
volved in one of their urban
programs. He was about 13 at
the time. Later, he joined the
activities run by Forum for
Street Children with whom he
is still attached. Sisay said he
has now given up drugs.

Sisay pointed out that
poverty leads to the breakup of

families, to social conflict, and
marginalization. To be poor is
to lose the trust of one's
neighbors, to lose the chance to
be a member of the idir in one's
neighborhood, and to be dehu-
manized. Sisay thought that
NGOs' saving and credit pro-
grams have played an important
role in improving the life of
poor people. He also believed
that providing skills training for
the poor, especially for street
children and unemployed moth-
ers, would offer opportunities
for both wage employment as
well as self-employment. It was
his opinion that credit services
and employment for the poor
would be the best method of
tackling growing urban pov-
erty.

He also believed that pro-
viding skills training for
the poor, especially for
street children and unem-
ployed mothers, would of-
fer opportunities for both
wage employment as well
as self-employment. It was
his opinion that credit ser-
vices and employment for
the poor would be the best
method of tackling growing
urban poverty.

The fourth speaker
was Marta Tadesse whose life
experience was shightly differ-
ent from the rest of the speak-
ers. Marta, who said she was 22
years old, has three brothers
and four sisters, but initially her
family was not quite poor but
became so because of what she
called an unexpected misfor-
tune. Now, her mother does
embroidery to earn an income,
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her father is engaged in petty
business activities and she and
her second sister have become
petty traders. While her broth-
ers were able to continue with
their schooling, she and her sis-
ters had to work part time in or-
der to finance their education;
one of her sisters had to drop
out because she was unable to
cope with school and work. To
improve her earnings she man-
aged to take training in embroi-
dery but this has not lead to bet-
ter income for herself. She has
recently joined the micro-credit
program run by PROPRIDE, a
local NGO, and has benefited
by it.

Marta thought poverty
was the inability to work and
earn a living because of the
lack of access to economic as-
sets, in particular money. Be-
cause of the lack cf money,
many who are capable of earn-
ing a living are not able to do
so. To be poor, she said, was to
lose one's humanity. Marta be-
lieved the way out of poverty
was to provide credit services
to the poor, to encourage trade
and to provide skill training to
the needy so that they can im-
prove their employment oppor-
tunities and earning ability.

This concluded the pres-
entation of the panelists. Dr.
Konjit, the Chairwoman, then
invited Wzo. Alganesh Abebe
and Wzo. Yeshi Mohammed,
two poor women who had con-
sented to participate in the de-
bate and who were sitting with
the audience, to make brief
presentations. Wzo. Alganesh,
who spoke first, said she was
forty-five years old, a mother of
five children and comes from a
military family background.
She said she has experienced

the bitter fruit of poverty and
had once reached a stage where
she could not support her chil-
dren nor send them to school.
She is a lone parent but she was
fortunate in that a few years
back the Forum on Street Chil-
dren helped her eldest daughter
to pursue her education. This,
she said, lifted a great burden
from her shoulders. Her daugh-
ter is now in secondary school.

She thought that one way
to reduce poverty was to
provide poor people inter-
est-free loans to enable
them to invest it and be
economically active. Inter-
est on loans, she thought,
was a burden on the poor
and tends to discourage
them from using their loans
effectively.

Moreover, through the
support of the Forum she be-
came involved in a credit pro-
gram together with other
women in her neighborhood.
She said she was the first mem-
ber of her credit group to take
out a loan. The program has
been of considerable benefit to
her. She has so far taken three
loans and has used all of them
to good effect. She thought that
one way to reduce poverty was
to provide poor people interest-
free loans to enable them to in-
vest it and be economically ac-
tive. Interest on loans, she
thought, was a burden on the
poor and tends to discourage
them from using their loans ef-
fectively.

Wzo. Yeshi, the other
speaker, said she was born and

grew up in Wollo. She did not
say how old she was but our es-
timate is that she is in her early
thirties. She migrated to Addis
Ababa and initially found work
in one family's home. She had
her first child while working
with this family as a maid.
Then she moved to one of her
relative's home, became a fuel-
wood carrier and had her sec-
ond child. It was hard, she said,
bringing up two children with
income from the sale of fuel-
wood. From time to time she
baked injera to earn more in-
come. The relative with whom
she was staying wanted her to
take her two children and go
back to Wollo but she refused
and had to move out of the
house. After persistent petitions
to officials of her Kebelle, she
finally succeeded in getting a
small "house". However, she
said, the house was a flimsy
structure and had virtually no
roof. One day when it rained
hard the house collapsed and
almost killed on of her children.
Her only source of income was
still fuelwood vending, and
bringing up two children on
such small income was very
difficult for her. She wanted
both her children to go to
school but she did not have the
means to pay for the education
of both of them. Then, about
three years ago, she met devel-
opment agents from ACCORD,
an NGO working with the poor
in urban areas, who encouraged
her to join a savings and credit
group organized in her
neighborhood. She joined the
group and has been able to take
out loans several times. She
said she has benefit a great deal
from the program. She has been
able to send both her children
to school and her eldest son is
now in 11th grade. She now




bakes and sells bread and this
has improved her income. She
believed the kind of micro-
credit program she has been in-
volved in is of great benefit to
poor people.

There was a warm and
extended round of applause at
the end of all the presentations.
The audience was visibly
moved by the life stories of the
speakers and the cxperiences
they related. Many listeners
were impressed by the way the
speakers were able to articulate
their views and priorities. The
panelists in particular were
quite knowledgeable about pov-
erty and its impact on individu-
als and communities. There
were numerous questions and
comments from the audience,
most of which the panelists
(and Wzo Yeshi from the floor)
responded to adequately and in
a clear manner.

Poor People's Views of Pov-
erty Reduction

What came out of the
discussion was that the poor
have clear views of what it
means to be poor and what
must be done to reduce the
level of poverty in the urban ar-
eas. To the poor, poverty is not
primarily an economic phe-
nomenon. Only one speaker,
Marta Tadesse, defined poverty
in terms of lack of access to
economic assets. Poverty for
the rest was a social and human
problem. To be poor was to be
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dehumanized, to lose the re-
spect and trust of one's
neighbors, to be marginalized
and socially excluded. Several
speakers pointed out that pov-
erty leads to crime, social and
family conflict and drugs.
Asked about the causes of pov-
erty, the panelists cited the fol-
lowing as major contributing
factors:

a) lack of employment op-
portunities, and of em-
ployable skills;

b) large family size and the
inability to practice
family planning;

¢) lack of access to educa-
tion.

All the speakers had
something to say about what
must be done to bring about im-
provements in the life of the

poor and to reduce the level of

poverty in the urban areas.
They were all aware that there
are far too many poor people in
the country. None of them be-
lieved that poverty was or-

dained by God. They were of

the opinion that it was possible
to improve one's status through
one's effort, given the opportu-
nity. They were conscious that
sound programs by Govern-
ment and NGOs can go a long
way to help reduce poverty.
The programs that were fre-
quently cited as being critical to
the effort to reduce urban pov-
erty were the following:

a) Employment schemes for
the poor. For this, both

Flfth Po\ erty l)mlo

8 The fifth Poverty Dialogue workshop, focusing on the role of the private sector in poverty reduction, was
%ﬁ held on 31 August 2001. The panelists consisted of three prominent persons from the business world, one
Q, of whom was a businesswoman. A large number of participants from the business commumty took part in |
the discussions. The full text of the presentations and discussions will be published in FSS' Consultation &

gue Forum

NGOs and Government
agencies need to promote
skills training, specially tar-
geted to young people,
women, and the unem-
ployed. By employment op-
portunities the speakers
were referring not so much
to civil service jobs but
rather to skills-based em-
ployment in manufacturing,
construction, or the occupa-
tional trades.

b) Access to education for
the poor. All the speakers
regarded education as a way
out of poverty. But educa-
tion was costly and most
poor families are unable to
pay for their children's
schooling. Programs that
help the poor to keep their
children in school were
therefore considered to be
very important.

¢) Access to credit services
for the poor. Many of the
speakers had benefited by
the credit programs of the
NGOs with  which they
were involved. Sound sav-
ings and credit programs
therefore were seen as an
important lifeline for the
poor.

The full text of the pro-
ceedings of the Workshop will
appear in FSS' Consultation
Papers on Poverty No. 4.

Financial support for the
Workshop was provided by the
EBERT
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DEBATES

We would like to invite readers to participate in an on-going debate on issues related to development
and public policy in Ethiopia in Medrek. Send us think pieces, comments and letters (not more than
2000 words for publication in these columns.

[s Agricultural Development-Led Industrialization (ADLI)

One of the requirements
indicated by the World Bank
for the development of a Pov-
erty Reduction Strategy Paper
(PRSP) is broad-based partici-
pation by civil society, profes-
sionals and the private sector.
In this spirit, and as part of
FSS’s efforts to foster public
debate on poverty, I would like
to offer some comments on the
Agricultural Development-Led
Industrialization (ADLI) strat-
cgv pursued by government
since the mid-1990s and
viewed as a major poverty re-
duction building block in the I-
PRSP (2000).

ADLI: A Panacea for Pov-
erty?

ADLI 1is essentially a
smallholder led agricultural de-
velopment strategy emphasiz-
ing market orientation and fo-
cusing investments on generic
productivity enhancing tech-
nologies, expanded extension
services and infrastructure de-
velopment (particularly rural
roads, water supply and sanita-
tion), with a view to increasing
domestic production of food
and export commodities in
Ethiopia. Though it is believed
to have led to an improvement
in the performance of the agri-
cultural sector in recent years,
ADLI has not paid much atten-

a Poverty Reduction Strategy?

Senait Seyoum
Independent Consultant

tion to issues of risk, vulner-
ability and poverty reduction.
This direction appears to have
limited its impact and to have
biased it towards better poten-
tial areas and/or relatively
higher income producers who,
in many respects, are easier to
serve and better able to take ad-
vantage of services provided
them.

It thus remains doubtful if
ADLI, which argues for
agricultural intensification
and for rendering Ethio-
pian agriculture interna-
tionally competitive on
grounds of inadequacy of
domestic demand, has
benefited the large major-
ity of resource poor
farmers.

Based on the rather
tenuous assumption that pov-
erty in Ethiopia has declined
significantly in the 1990s, the I-
PRSP argues that the 'reduction’
was a result of economic ad-
justment policies and the imple-
mentation of the ADLIL In the
absence of evidence on the im-
pact of ADLI, it is, however,
hard to conceive of an effi-
ciency-based and accelerated

growth promoting strategy such
as the ADLI as equity oriented,
or, in the words of the I-PRSP,
as ‘envisaging a growth proc-
ess that is inherently poverty
reducing’.

[t thus remains doubtful
if ADLI, which argues for agri-
cultural intensification and for
rendering Ethiopian agriculture
internationally competitive on
grounds of inadequacy of do-
mestic demand (related to pov-
erty?), has benefited the large
majority of resource poor farm-
ers. While firm empirical data
is lacking to establish the direc-
tion or strength of relationship
between ADLI and poverty re-
duction, there 1s evidence
showing a continued and wide-
spread prevalence of poverty in
Ethiopia during the period of
ADLI implementation.

Several aggregate indi-
cators of poverty such as num-
ber of relief beneficiaries,
prevalence of wasting (a reflec-
tion of recent malnutrition
caused by food shortages or se-
rious infections) and stunting
(reflecting long-term or accu-
mulated nutritional deficiency)
among children less than five
years old, changes in land and
other asset holdings, low crop
yields, application of inputs be-
low recommended rates, low




Evolution of some indicators of poverty and ADLI since 1992

1992 1995 1998 2000 Percent change

No. of relief beneficiaries (Million) 8.73 10.5 20%

Prevalence of wasting among less than 5 years old 7.6% 9.7%

(rural)

Prevalence of stunting among less than 5 years old 66.6% 66.2%

(rural)

Prevalence of stunting among:

B |ower income group 50% 59%

B upper income group 70% 49%

% of rural households owning:

m  dwellings 96.4% 49.9%

B land 96.6% 50.1%

B mofer and kember 65.6% 53.0%

No. households with less than 0.50 ha land 2001 4361 118%
Percent of all households 35% 41%

No. households with less than 1.00 ha land 3511 6923 97%
Percent of all households 61% 65%

No. of households with more than 1.00 ha 2268 3815 68%
Percent of all households 39% 36%

Average land holding per household (ha) 1.23 1.00 -19%

Area under improved seeds (‘000 ha) 41 185 355%

Area under fertilizer (‘000 ha) 1778 2966 67%

Quantity fertilizer applied (‘000 quintals) 1074 2965 176%

Source: CSA 1992; 1995; 1998; 1999. RRC 1992; DPPC 2000.

technology adoption rates, lim-
ited expansion in area under
permanent/export crops (as
against arca under temporary/
grain crops) point to an impov-
erishment of the Ethiopian
peasantry in recent years.

If one is to give credence to
the figures in the Table, no
significant reduction in
poverty has occurred in the
last 5 to 8 years in spite of
substantial achievements
in terms of increase in cul-
tivated area under im-
proved farm management
practices and quantity of
commercial fertilizers
applied.

Some evidence derived
from official CSA and DPPC
sources (e.g. welfare monitor-
ing surveys, agricultural sample
surveys on farm management
practices and land utilization)
for different years are presented
the Table above for illustrative

purposes.

If one is to give cre-
dence to the figures in the Ta-
ble, no significant reduction in
poverty has occurred in the last
5 to 8 years in spite of substan-
tial achievements in terms of
increase in cultivated area un-
der improved farm management
practices (e.g. application of
improved seeds, pesticides, fer-
tilizers, irrigation) and quantity
of commercial fertilizers ap-

plied. As the data shows, the
prevalence of stunting in-
creased among less than 5 years
olds in lower income house-
holds, declining at the same
time in upper income house-
holds, and the percentage of ru-
ral households owning land and
farm assets (e.g. mofer and
kember) declined significantly
(CSA 1996 and 1998). Further-
more, the number of house-
holds with less than 1 hectare
of cultivable land (implying
sub-optimal holdings) in-
creased. It is noteworthy that
these households represented
61% of farm households in
1992 and 65% in 2000. Aver-
age land holding per household
declined from 1.23 ha. in 1992
to 1.00 ha. in 2000.




Some Suggestions for the Fi-
nal PRSP

If anything, the picture
depicted above indicates that
the assumed link between
ADLI and poverty reduction in
the I-PRSP is weak. The im-
plied link seems to be premised
on the assumption that since
ADLI has a rural focus and
seeks to enhance agricultural
production, and since poverty is
widespread in rural areas,
ADLI can bring about a trans-
formation in rural livelihoods
and 1s de facto a poverty reduc-
ing strategy. For the final PRSP
to be more coherently and ef-
fectively formulated than it is at
present, it might be worth con-
sidering the following sugges-
tions.

The ADLI strategy of pro-
motion of agricultural
technology is largely
driven by efficiency consid-
erations. As such, it does
not address the needs of
many poor farmers who
lack the resources and ac-
cess to take advantage of
packages and services of-
fered under the ADLI.

Conceptualization of poverty

The I-PRSP conceives
poverty as a generalized and
uniform phenomenon mostly
affecting rural areas and com-
munities. The fact that poverty
is widespread in rural Ethiopia
and that the underlying condi-
tions contributing to its preva-
lence are often similar appears
to have obscured the need for
the I-PRSP to acknowledge the

diversity in poverty or liveli-
hoods conditions. The cursory
two-page description of the
poverty situation in Ethiopia
provided in the document indi-
cates a poor understanding of
the multidimensional and dy-
namic problem of poverty. The
description shows that the con-
ceptualization of poverty is
based more on subjective judg-
ment than on an objective un-
derstanding of conditions on
the ground, this being clearly
reflected in the statement on
pp.7-8 which reads ‘Following
the removal of the monarchy in
Ethiopia, there is no landless-
ness as all farmers have land-
holdings’!

In preparing the final
PRSP, there is a need to move
beyond a generalized and uni-
form concept of poverty, to-
wards clearer poverty and live-
lihoods concepts which should
provide a basis for more effec-
tive strategy formulation and
future impact assessment.

Poverty targeting

A strategy that claims to
be poverty reducing needs to
specifically target the poor (not
all who are broadly defined as
poor), and to pay adequate at-
tention to their particular needs,
potentials and constraints. Be-
cause poverty varies widely in
space and time, micro-level
household livelihoods need to
be considered. Such aspects
have an important and direct
bearing on the assessment of
poverty and on the choice of
appropriate and cost effective
interventions for poverty reduc-
tion.

Appropriate and cost-
effective interventions need to

be devised to address the prob-
lem of poverty in light of the
prevailing diverse and variable
socio-economic conditions, and
related private/public capacities
to deal with these problems.
The ADLI strategy of promo-
tion of agricultural technology
is largely driven by efficiency
considerations. As such, it does
not address the needs of many
poor farmers who lack the re-
sources and access to take ad-
vantage of packages and ser-
vices offered under the ADLLI.
There are also other population
groups (e.g. internally dis-
placed, victims of natural disas-
ters, non-sedentary/non-
farming groups, urban unem-
ployed, homeless and residents
of collective quarters) who are
poor but not targeted by the
ADLI. The PRSP should be
made responsive to the needs of
these disadvantaged population
groups through the develop-
ment of a program of support
driven by problem analysis and
effective participatory proc-
esses.

Poverty data, assessment and
monitoring

The I-PRSP provides
little in terms of disaggregated
socio-economic and poverty re-
lated data that could be used for
a better assessment of poverty
and monitoring the impact of
various interventions on pov-
erty reduction. There would, in
fact, appear to be a bias in the
paper towards aggregate meas-
ures and averages (especially
related to macro-economic sta-
bility) at the neglect of ADLI
and poverty related data.

Little use is made of
available data from official
sources and where such use is



made, it tends to be with a view
to justifying arguments about
particular directions followed.
As a case in point, the [-PRSP
supports its argument of signifi-
cant decline in poverty in the
1990s with reference to the
findings of a survey of ‘six be-
low average villages’ without
so much as citing a source or
indicating whether the survey is
nationally representative. Simi-
larly, there is a tendency to ex-
aggerate the gains of ADLI by
referring to the impressive ex-
pansion of the agricultural ex-
tension system or micro-finance
institutions providing credit to
farmers, to greatly improved
access to education, health, ru-
ral water supply and roads. Al-
though it is encouraging to wit-
ness such improvements, it is
also worth mentioning prob-
lems like low farmer adoption
rates, application of inputs be-
low recommended rates, poor
agricultural research-extension-
farmer linkages, agricultural
subsidies, etc.

Overall, it would be
useful to undertake a critical
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review of ADLI and other de-
velopment policies of relevance
to poverty reduction; this could
include coverage and effective-
ness of the extension system,
credit provision, grain price de-
velopments and impact on
farmers, and the sustainability
of the export promotion drive.
Such a review could benefit by
the development of differenti-
ated poverty and livelihoods
profiles based on gender and
wealth disaggregated data.
Quite apart from better charac-
terization of poverty and factors
influencing it, this should allow
a more precise targeting of the
poor and of interventions, and
provide a basis for strengthen-
ing interrelationships between
the major building blocks of the
I-PRSP, mainstreaming poverty
in policy, developing concrete
actions for poverty reduction,
and setting up of an effective
monitoring and evaluation sys-
tem.

Partnership and participation

It is not clear whether
[-PRSP or the PRSP are sup-

ported by genuinely participa-
tory processes (see MEDREK,
Vol. 3 (1). To-date, the main
responsibility for the prepara-
tion of the strategy papers ap-
pears to have rested with gov-
ernment offices and donors, and
not to have involved much pub-
lic debate by different stake-
holders (civil society, private
sector professionals, bilateral,
multilateral and non-
governmental organizations,
and last but not least, the poor
themselves).

As noted earlier, the
ADLI strategy is largely geared
to delivery and transfer of agri-
cultural technology, much less
to poverty reduction. If respon-
siveness to the needs of the
poor is viewed as a primary
concern of the I-PRSP and the
final PRSP, greater participa-
tion of the poor than appears to
exist at present is called for in
the process of strategy formula-
tion.
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Some Comments on the Education Sector Program in the
Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (IPRSP)

Habtamu Wondimu, PhD, Associate Professor
Psychology Department, Faculty of Education, Addis Ababa University

Introduction

The Interim Poverty Re-
duction Strategy Paper (IPRSP)
of the Ethiopian Government
submitted to the IMF and the
World Bank states that agricul-
ture, education, health, and road
construction will be given seri-
ous attention in the effort to re-
duce poverty. My comments
will focus on the education sec-
tor program, its plans, prob-
lems, and issues of implementa-
tion. It is commendable that the
Government has given high pri-
ority to education and will be
allocating considerable re-
sources to the sector.

Several studies show that
the education sector is
plagued with numerous
problems including low en-
rollment, low standards,
large disparity between re-
gions and sexes, inade-
quate resources and low
community participation.
Family life education is not
offered adequately, there is
inadequate attention given
to non-formal education

Several studies (e.g.,
Amare et al. 1998, Tekeste
1996, and Habtamu 2001) show
that the education sector is
plagued with numerous prob-
lems including low enrollment,
low standards, large disparity

between regions and sexes, in-
adequate resources and low
community participation. Fam-
ily life education is not offered
adequately, there is inadequate
attention given to non-formal
education, and youth unem-
ployment increasing.

The IPRSP makes the
following points about the sec-
tor:

1.  The Education and Train-
ing Policy and Strategy (ETPS)
was issued in 1994; The Educa-
tion Sector Development Pro-
gram (ESDP), initiated in 1996,
is being implemented

2. A "policy framework is in
place" for the participation of
the private sector, communities
and parents in financing and
managing education

3. The ESDP envisages a pri-
mary enrollment of 7 million by
2001/02, the end of its first
five-year period, raising the en-
rollment rate to 50% (which has
now been pushed up to 60%)

4. Girls' enrollment is to in-
crease to 45% by the end of
the ESDP period

5. Several hundred new pri-
mary schools are to be con-
structed, and existing ones are
to be upgraded, rehabilitated
and refurbished

6. Sixteen new boarding
schools are to be built for chil-
dren coming from nomadic ar-
eas

7. "Thousands" of primary
school teachers will participate
in pre-service and in-service
training programs

8. Non-formal and distance
education programs will be ex-
panded and strengthened, and

9. Tertiary education will be
expanded by opening new
training programs.

The main indicators and tar-
gets provided for the education
sector are the following:

1. Primary Gross Enrollment
Ratio (GER), an international
development goal, is universal
primary education by 2015;
Ethiopia hopes to achieve 65%
by 2005

2. The repetition rate for
grades 4 - 8 is to be reduced to
6.4% by 2002 from the current
12.1%

3. The primary school drop-
out rate is to be reduced to
4.2% by 2002 from the current
12%

4. The number of primary
schools, which is 11,051 at pre-
sent, is to be expanded to
12,595 by 2002

5. Education's share of the
total budget is to be 14.5% by
2002/03 from the current 12.5%

6. It is also indicated that di-
ploma granting institutions (for
agricultural extension agents)



will be established by 2001/02

7. Vocational and technical
training programs are to be
"overhauled to fit the develop-
ment objectives"”, and

8. Various in-service training
and human resource develop-
ment initiatives are envisaged.

Issues of the improvement
of the quality of education
at all levels, the develop-
ment of a "democracy-
friendly educational sys-
tem", the preparation of
young people for life and
work, and measures to re-
duce the increasing gender
and regional disparities
need to be dealt with in a
more clear and determined
manner.

The Education Sector

It is gratifying to read in
the IPRSP that "education and
health are given top prior-
ity" (p. 20). However, if this
commitment is to be serious,
there are issues other than those
noted in the education compo-
nent of the document that need
to be addressed in the next few
years. Issues of the improve-
ment of the quality of education
at all levels, the development of
a "democracy-friendly educa-
tional system", the preparation
of young people for life and
work, and measures to reduce
the increasing gender and re-
gional disparities need to be
dealt with in a more clear and
determined manner. The focus
of the IPRSP and ESDP seem
to be on quantity- ie. moving

large numbers of pupils through
the education system. But what
children learn and are able to
do are also important.

The concept of quality
in education is elusive and
complex. For our purposes, it
means the achievement of rele-
vant knowledge, skills and atti-
tudes for life and work. It calls
for relevant curricula, compe-
tent and motivated teachers,
adequate teaching materials, ef-
fective leadership at all levels,
and pupils interested in learn-
ing. It means high standards,
fitness for life and work, and
meeting the needs of society,
employers and Government.
Both quantity and quality of
education share the common
goal of successful school com-
pletion by pupils. The two as-
pects of education can coexist
and efforts should be made in
both directions.

There is a large body of
evidence that shows that heavy
investment in education (in hu-
man capital) greatly helps in
reducing poverty and in socio-
economic development. Edu-
cation stimulates growth and
socio-economic growth stimu-
lates education. The growth of
the East Asian countries (e.g.,
Hong Kong, Singapore, South
Korea, and Taiwan) is a good
example. The development of
a literate, skilled, disciplined
and loyal labor force highly
contributed to their rapid devel-
opment. The public and private
sectors invested in education
and training, public participa-
tion was high, well informed
and research-based decisions
became the norm, and there
was great public commitment.

Though the share of the

budget pledged for education,
ie. 14.5%, is higher than earlier
times, many studies show that
20% reflects a more serious
commitment for growth. Of
course whatever the amount, it
has to be properly employed or
spent. We all know that budget

allocation does not mean
budget implementation and for
the right purposes.

Data from the Ministry
of Education (MoE 1999, 2000)
and other documents show that
the disparity between regions,
urban and rural areas, boys and
girls is increasing. The urban
areas, the central and northern
regions, and boys are the ad-
vantaged ones. The peripheries
of the country, such as in the
South, and the Afar and Somali
Regions have very low enroll-
ment rates.

The gross primary en-
rollment rate for Ethiopia in
1999/2000 was 51%, while it
was only 9 and 8% for Afar and
Somali Regions respectively
(MoE 2000). There is a lot to
be desired about the reliability
of the data, since, as some ar-
gue, the figures are based on
September/October registration
figures and hence exaggerated.
Many students quit school after
October, which is the beginning
of the harvest season in most
parts of the country. It is also to
be noted that not much has
been said in the IPRSP about
secondary education. Of the to-
tal of 15.5 million children
aged 15 to 18 in the country,
only half a million, ie. only
10%, are enrolled in secondary
schools. The low participation
rate of girls in secondary and
tertiary level education also de-
serves more serious attention.
Perhaps one may need to con-



sider preparatory schools and
programs to address the prob-
lems of disadvantaged social

groups.

It is also to be noted that
not much has been said in
the IPRSP about secon-
dary education. Of the to-
tal of 15.5 million children
aged 15 to 18 in the coun-
try, only half a million, ie.
only 10%, are enrolled in
secondary schools. The
low participation rate of
girls in secondary and ter-
tiary level education also
deserves more serious
attention.

Though it is not a prob-
lem of the education sector
alone, the issue of rising youth
unemployment deserves serious
consideration. Data from the
Central Statistical Authority
(CSA 1999) show that over
2.17 million Ethiopians are un-
employed and of these 230,000
have completed high school or
have some tertiary level educa-
tion.

The development of
young persons with marketable
skills and desirable attitudes is
an important objective and re-
quires serious deliberation and
planning. It is not enough to
aim to overhaul "the training
programs of vocational and
technical training to fit devel-
opment objectives" (p.35),
more detailed commitments
need to be elaborated. It should
be pointed out that most of the
graduates of the existing voca-
tional technical schools do not
get or create jobs. CSA's re-

cent labor force survey shows
that over 111,000 persons,
mostly aged 15 - 24 years, who
have some skill-training are un-
employed. Areas of training
include electricity, general me-
chanics, building construction,
typing, tailoring, driving, com-
puter application, home eco-
nomics, carpentry and metal
work.

UNICEF's 1999 report
on the state of the world's chil-
dren correctly notes: "Going to
school and coming out unpre-
pared for life is a terrible
waste.... Learning for the 21%
century requires equipping chil-
dren with a basic education in
literacy and numeracy, as well
as the more advanced, complex
skills for living that can serve
as the foundation for life" (p.
22). The ETPS states that the
curricula in general will be
based on societal needs, and
will be oriented towards work
and self-employment. In line
with this, the education sector,
at least at tertiary, vocational-
technical and secondary levels,
has to pay attention to the coun-
try's human resource require-
ments and the labor market; if
labor market information is not
available, it should take meas-
ures to make it available in col-
laboration with other ministries
and sector agencies.

Though not clearly
specified, the intention to ex-
pand and strengthen non-formal
and distance education is highly
appreciated. A country with a
literacy rate of only 35%, and
with 58% of its population be-
low 20 years of age cannot
reach the ambitious target of
Universal Primary Education
by 2015. Some authorities also
warn that economic growth and

development requires a literacy
rate of over 70%. Hence, seri-
ous commitment, immense re-
sources and a wide range of
educational programs are
needed.

The educational system
should promote friendly
debates and discussion,
critical thinking, accom-
modating individual differ-
ences and conflict resolu-
tion in dialogue, and re-
spect for the truth and ba-
sic human rights. How to
promote these values
should be seriously ad-
dressed in the final PRSP,

Conclusions

The social sector in gen-
eral and the education sector in
particular need to work towards
the development of democratic
values and behavior in the
schools and the community at
large. The educational system
should promote friendly de-
bates and discussion, critical
thinking, accommodating indi-
vidual differences and conflict
resolution in dialogue, and re-
spect for the truth and basic hu-
man rights. We are all aware
that the dominant culture en-
courages aggression and vio-
lence, obedience, manipulation
and nepotism; it favors white -
collar work, and condones
abuse of children's and
women's rights. The civics edu-
cation offered in schools is
more of "politics and history'
than education in democratic
values. Its contents, the school
environment and the educa-
tional system in general need to



be "democracy friendly". All
these issues need serious atten-
tion.

Physical and mental
violence such as female genital
mutilation, corporal
punishment, abduction and
rape, superstitious beliefs,
dowry payment and various
other harmful traditional
practices prevail throughout the
country. The education and
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social sectors need to strive to
change or eliminate these and
similar beliefs and practices.
Efforts have to be made to
develop values and attributes

which inspire respect for
human rights and encourage
fair play. Openness and

receptivity to new experience
and change, orientation towards
the present and future (rather
than the past), and awareness of
the dignity of oneself and

others need to be developed in

the family, the school and
society at large. So too
tolerance for individual and

cultural differences, delaying
gratification, and respect for
education and science. The
education sector has a high
responsibility in  promoting
these values and hence the
subject should be seriously
addressed in the final PRSP.
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Information Technologies and Social Development in Senegal

Olivier Sagna

(Extract from UNRISD News, No. 23, 2000)

Senegal has one of the
most highly developed telecom-
munications and information
technology infrastructures in
sub-Saharan Africa.

Before independence in
1960, radio played a role some-
what similar to that of the Inter-
net in today's world. The over-
whelming  majority of pro-
grammes were produced out-
side Africa, and their content
was primarily oriented towards
Europeans and the urban elite
in Dakar. Then, shortly follow-
ing independence, efforts were
made to reorient radio toward
more broad-based development.

As the radio was slowly
becoming a common consumer
item, a new technological leap
brought television onto the
scene in 1973. For a long time,
there was only one television
channel, run by the Office of
Radio and Television Broad-
casting of Senegal. Both televi-
sion and radio were carefully
controlled by the government,
which refused to authorize re-
ception of international chan-
nels or the establishment of pri-
vate national alternatives to the
official system.

All of this started to
change at the end of the 1980s.
Faced with growing criticism
from the political opposition,
the government began to con-
sider measures that would guar-
antec greater freedom of ex-
pression on the airwaves. This
process has moved slowly. By

the end of the 1990s, there were
six private FM radio stations,
and satellite television provided
new alternatives for viewers
with the ability to gain access
to it. Community radio stations,
which could play a significant
role in development, are still
weak - in large part because
their legal status has never been
fully clarified and they must ap-
ply for authorization to broad-
cast on a case-by-case basis.

In fact, Senegal has the
largest number of public
telephone lines in Africa.

Lwenty-two of the 30
Departments [i.e. prov-
inces| of the country
also enjoy fibre optic
connections.

In contrast, progress in
the field of fixed and mobile
telephony has been remarkable.
In the wake of an emergency
plan implemented by the gov-
ernment in 1985, a poor-quality
analogue system, reaching few
areas outside the principal cities
and towns of Senegal, was
transformed into an entirely
digital system in which all prin-
cipal rural communities have
public access. In fact, Senegal
has the largest number of pub-
lic telephone lines in Africa.
Twenty-two of the 30 depart-
ments [i.e. provinces] of the
country also enjoy fibre optic
connections.

Over the past decade,
"phone shops" have played an
extremely important role in ex-
tending the reach of telephone
service within Senegal. This ex-
periment - by all accounts, ex-
tremely successful - began in
1992, when the national tele-
phone company (SONATEL)
authorized private individuals
to create small businesses sell-
ing access to telephones. Pent-
up demand was so great, and
competition among private tele-
phone shops so strong, that SO-
NATEL's revenue from this
source grew exponentially,
while the cost of a unit of tele-
phone wuse for consumers
dropped by as much as 30 per
cent. By [998, there were al-
most 6,800 private telephone
shops; and by late 2000 the fig-
ure had risen to more than
10,000. Approximately 1,000 of
these are equipped with com-
puters and some also have mo-
dems that allow access to the
Internet.

By 2000, there were 13
Internet service providers
in Senegal, and approxi-
mately 8,500 registered
subscribers. In addition,
a dozen or more cyber ca-
fés were scattered around
Dakar, and more were be-
ing set up in most large
provincial towns.

The Internet fist reached
Senegal in 1989, through the



cfforts of a French development
research programme
(ORSTOM), and through a
separate initiative of the Sene-
galese NGO Enda Tiers-
Monde. At that time, the Inter-
net was the concern of no more
than a few dozen people. As in
many other parts of the world,
the real breakthrough in Inter-
net use came in 1996, when
SONATEL and the American
company MCI signed an agree-
ment allowing technical up-
dates that signaled the begin-
ning of the commercial Internet
era. By 2000, there were 13
Internet service providers in
Senegal, and approximately
8,500 registered subscribers. In
addition, a dozen or more cyber
cafés were scattered around Da-
kar, and more were being set up
in most large provincial towns.
The fact that SONATEL offers
a single Internet access rate
throughout the country is
greatly facilitating the growth
of Internet use outside the capi-
tal.

The past few years have
also seen an explosion of the
mobile phone market. Initiated
in 1994 by SONATEL, cellular
telephone service had 1,492
subscribers in 1996, approxi-
mately 7,000 subscribers at the
end of 1997 and almost
100,000 by the end of 1999. It
is not clear why there has been
such a phenomenal jump in mo-
bile telephone use, especially
since mobile communications
cost as much as 20 times more
than communication over fixed
lines. Who make up the clien-
tele for this service? How likely
are mobile phones to replace
fixed lines, thus obviating the
need for further investment in
the latter? Both the economics
and the social profile of this

startling shift deserve attention.
Development Issues

Understanding the new uses
of information and communica-
tion technologies (ICTs) is es-
sential for answering a broader
and more significant question:
What are the development im-
plications of the expanding role
of telecommunications, the
Internet and non-official media
in Senegalese society? Senegal
1s a low-income country, strug-
gling to emerge from deep eco-
nomic crisis. Open urban unem-
ployment stands at approxi-
mately 29 per cent. One third of
the population is poor or very
poor. What role can the new
ICTs play - or are they play-
ing - in providing new opportu-
nities for people to lead a better
life?

Certainly, the new ICTs meet
some very basic needs of mi-
grants, who have been forced to
leave rural areas - and often to
leave the country - in search of
work. Many are illiterate, and
they have been quick to make
creative use of technologies
that eliminate the need for writ-
ing and reading messages.

When people are not well
informed about different
policy options, they are
likely to defer to the opin-
ion of technocrats and
specialists. But the devel-
opment implications of
ICTs are too important to
be left in the hands of
technical experts alone.

Some years ago, tape record-
ers and videocassettes became

important tools for maintaining
close contact with family and
friends. Today, as telephone
rates drop, it has become easier
for Senegalese abroad to talk
directly with people at home;
and some migrant communities
have even begun t¢ take advan-
tage of Internet telephony. Less
high-tech applications, such as
faxes, also play a fundamental
role in the management of
household finances and facili-
tate the transfer of funds
through informal financial sys-
tems.

There can be no doubt as well
that ICTs have a role to play in
improving the quality of educa-
tion. But here a number of diffi-
culties arise. Since 1997-1998,
for example, the World Links
for Development programme of
the World Bank has provided
equipment and software for
computer programmes in 40
Senegalese middle schools. Tt
has also provided training for
instructors, while the govern-
ment has agreed to cover the
cost of subscribing to Internet
services, as well as telecommu-
nications charges, computer
maintenance and salaries for
personnel involved in co-
ordinating the project.

ICTs and Democratization

ICTs have played a piv-
otal role in the process of de-
mocratization that marked the
1990s in Senegal. Although
government-run radio and tele-
vision were slow in providing
time for opposition parties to
air their views, the growth of
private FM radio stations con-
tributed to redressing this im-
balance. In fact, during the
presidential election of Febru-
ary 2000, won by the opposi-



tion for the first time in 40
years, the main private radio
stations deployed hundreds of
correspondents, armed with cell
phones, who reported from
across the country. Senegalese
abroad, not to be outdone, or-
ganized "chat" sites on the
Internet where major issues
were debated. The Ministry of
the Interior made electoral reg-
isters available on its Web site.
And on election day, the near-
instantaneous dissemination of
the vote count from polling lo-
cations meant that two hours
after the close of the voting
booths, the Senegalese people
knew the unofficial results.

If Senegal is to continue to
expand access to ICTs, on

terms that are advantageous for
an ever-growing segment of the
population, it is necessary to
deal with basic issues of public
regulation and corporate gov-
ernance. The most important of
these grows out of the recent
privatization of SONATEL. For
many years, SONATEL was
that rare exception in much of
Africa - a well-managed public
telephone  system, providing
quality infrastructure and ser-
vice with high profits and low
levels of debt. Following sev-
cral years of debate on the mer-
its of privatization and liberali-
zation (confined largely to po-
litical decision-making circles,
technical personnel, private
sector managers and funders),
42 per cent of SONATEL was

sold in 1997 to France Tele-
com, while the remaining
shares are held by the govern-
ment of Senegal (approximately
24 per cent), small investors
(approximately 23 per cent) and
employees (approximately 10
per cent).

When people are not
well informed about different
policy options, they are likely
to defer to the opinion of tech-
nocrats and specialists. But the
development implications of
ICTs are too important to be
left in the hands of technical
experts alone. Here it seems ob-
vious that social science re-
search has a critical role to play
in improving the environment
for informed policy choices.
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FSS Library Update

The FSS library has recently acquired the following publications.

Abera Jembere (2000). An Introduction to the Legal History of Ethiopia 1434 - 1974. New Brunswick:

Transaction Publishers.

SERA.

UNDP.

workers. Geneva: [LO.

Addis Ababa.

EWLA (2001). Berchi: The Journal of Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association. Vol.1 No 2. Addis Ababa.

Grinspun, Alejandro ed. (2000). Choices for the Poor: Lessons from National Poverty Strategies. New York:
ILO (2000). Rural women in Micro-Enterprise Development: Training manual and program for extension

MEDaC ( 1997). The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia Food Security Programme (1998-2002).

Ministry of Health (2000). AIDS in Ethiopia. Addis Ababa.

Action Professionals Association for the People (2001). An Overview of Corruption in Relation to the
Ethiopian Legal System. Addis Ababa.

Brandt, Steven A. et al.( 1997). The "Tree Against Hunger": Enset Based A gricultural Systems in Ethiopia
Washington D.C : American Association for the Advancement of Science.

DPPC (1999). National Guidelines For Vulnerability Profile (VP) Development ( 2nd Draft ). Addis Ababa:
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R

National Committee on Traditional Practices (1998). Baseline Survey on Harmful Traditional Practices in

Ethiopia. Addis Ababa.

PANOS (2001). Young Men and HIV: Culture, Poverty and Sexual Risk. London : PANOS.

Tegene Teka ( 2000). International Non Governmental Organization in Rural Development in Ethiopia
Rhetoric and practice. Frankfurt: Peter Lung.
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FSS Publications List

NOTE: All FSS publications (except MEDREK) are distributed by Image International, a local book
agent. Its address is P.0.Box 80766, Addis Ababa; tel. 251-1 51 09 54; e-mail: image@telecom.net.ct

FSS Newsletter

Medrek (Quarterly since 1998. English and Amharic)

FSS Discussion Papers

No. 1. Water Resource Development in Ethiopia: Issues of Sustainability and Participation.
Dessalegn Rahmato. June 1999

No. 2. The City of Addis Ababa: Policy Options for the Governance and Management of a City with
Multiple Identity. Meheret Ayenew. December 1999

No. 3. Listening to the Poor: A Study Based on Selected Rural and Urban Sites in Ethiopia.
Aklilu Kidanu and Dessalegn Rahmato. May 2000

No. 4. Small-Scale Irrigation and Household Food Security. A Case Study from Central Ethiopia.
Fuad Adem. February 2001

No. 5. Environmental Impact of Development Policies in Peripheral Areas: The Case of Metekel,
Northwest Ethiopia. Wolde-Selassie Abbute. Forthcoming, 2001

No. 6. The Environmental Impact of Small-scale Irrigation: A Case Study. Fuad Adem. Forthcoming,
2001

FSS Monograph Series
No. 1. Survey of the Private Press in Ethiopia: 1991-1999. Shimelis Bonsa. 2000

No. 2. Environmental Change and State Policy in Ethiopia: Lessons from Past Experience.
Dessalegn Rahmato. 2001

FSS Conference Proceedings

1. Issues in Rural Development. Proceedings of the Inaugural Workshop of the Forum for Social
Studies, 18 September 1998. Edited by Zenebework Taddesse. 2000

. Development and Public Access to Information in Ethiopia. Edited by Zencbework Tadesse. 2000

(o]

3. Environment and Development in Ethiopia. Edited by Zenebework Tadesse. 2001
4. Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods in Ethiopia. Edited by Yared Amare. June 2001

5. Natural Resource Management in Ethiopia. Edited by Alula Pankhurst. Addis Ababa, 2001

(Continued on page 19)
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(Continued from page 18)

Consultation Papers on Poverty

No. 1. The Social Dimensions of Poverty. Papers by Minas Hiruy, Abebe Kebede, and Zenebework
Tadesse. Edited by Meheret Ayenew. June 2001

No. 2. NGOs and Poverty Reduction. Papers by Fassil W. Mariam, Abowork Haile, Berhanu Geleto.
and Jemal Ahmed. Edited by Meheret Ayenew. July 2001

No. 3. Civil Society Groups and Poverty Reduction. Papers by Abonesh H. Mariam, Zena Berhanu,
and Zewdie Shitie. Edited by Meheret Ayenew. Forthcoming 2001

{

Books

1. The View from Below: Democratization and Governance in Ethiopia. Edited by Bahru Zewde
and Siegfried Pausewang. Forthcoming (Co-published by FSS)

Special Publications

Thematic Briefings on Natural Resource Management, Enlarged Edition. Edited by Alula Pankhurst.
Produced jointly by the Forum for Social Studies and the University of Sussex. January 2001
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Just Off the Press ... Just Off the Press ...

Consultation Papers on Poverty
No.3  Civil Society Groups and Poverty Reduction. Papers by Abonesh Haile-Mariam, Zena
Berhanu and Zewdie Shite. Edited by Meheret Ayenew, August 2001

FSS Conference Proceedings
Natural Resource Management in Ethiopia. Edited by Alula Pankhurst. Addis Ababa,
August 2001.

Pankhurst. Produced jointly by the Forum for Social Studies and the University of Sussex.
Addis Ababa, 2001.
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Special Publications
Thematic Briefings on Natural Resource Management, Enlarged Edition. Edited by Alula
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&  The publication of this newsletter has been made possible by financial support
from the FRIEDRICH EBERT STIFTUNG to which we are grateful.

for its generous financial assistance to FSS.
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