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The Union of Ethiopian Civil Society 
Associations (UECSA) is a union of 32 
civil society associations engaged in ser-
vice delivery, development and advocacy 
activities. Its membership includes pro-
fessional associations and local NGOs. 
 
UECSA conducted a one-day discussion 
forum under the theme of “Civil societies 
and their role in Ethiopia”, which was 
held on 3rd August 2006. The workshop 
was the second one in a series of work-
shops planned with the aim of building 
consensus on the definition, minimum 
defining criteria, legal status, roles, and 
mandates of civil society in Ethiopia. 
 
Sixty eight representatives of CSOs and 
NGOs participated in the workshop (55 
male and 13 female). 
 
The following four papers were presented 
for discussion: 
• “Brief Analysis on Validity of Criteria, 

Mandate and Role of Ethiopian Civil 
Society Organizations”, by Yitagesu 
Zewdu; 

• “The Ethiopian Legal Registration Pro-
cedure in the Light of Citizens’ Right 
to Association, by Debebe Hailege-
briel; 

• “Civil Society Organizations in Ethio-
pia: Achievements, Challenges and 
Solutions”, by Minas Hiruy; 

• “Community Based Organizations in 
Southern Ethiopia Regional State: 
Achievements, Challenges and Solu-
tions”, by Hussiya Bekele. 

After discussions on issues raised by the 
presenters, the participants deliberated on 
the on the future strategic directions of 

the Union and the dialogue initiatives the 
Union is to undertake in order to achieve 
its set goals. To this end, the following 
recommendations were made by the par-
ticipants: 
 
1. The Union and its members should 

organize promotional activities and 
symposiums; 

2. The Union should develop and pub-
lish a database of its members’ pro-
file; 

3. The Union should organize a series 
of forums where its members, other 
NGOs, donors, and other partners/
stakeholders hold dialogue; 

4. The Union should develop projects 
that could bring its members and 
partners together; 

5. The Union should organize confi-
dence building dialogues and other 
such forums with the government; 

6. The Union should strive to partici-
pate in the process of legal reforms 
being undertaken by the govern-
ment; 

7. The Union should encourage and 
actively support active participation 
of each of its members in its future 
undertakings; 

8. The Union should capitalize on pre-
vious efforts in formulating CSOs’ 
code of conduct; 

9. The task of developing a common 
definition of CSOs should be an out-
come of a slow process in which all 
previous studies are referred to; all 
stakeholders’ interests are assessed; 
all modifications and tuning pertain-
ing to the Ethiopian context are 
made; 

10. All members of the CSO community 
should develop a culture of partner-
ship and cooperation amongst them-
selves and other potential partners. 
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Background 
 
Following the political events after the May 2005 elections, 
Ethiopia’s development partners have suspended direct 
budget support. In order to mitigate the possible deterioration 
in basic service delivery (education, health, water, agricul-
ture, etc.), several development partners have offered to as-
sist government through a new aid instrument preserving 
some flow of donor resources for basic service delivery. In 
this context, government and development partners prepared 
the “Protection of Basic Services” (PBS) project that will be 
co-funded by DFID, CIDA and other donors. 
 
The PBS is a package consisting of four main parts: 
 
1. Component 1: Sub-national basic Services 
2. Component 2: Health MDG Performance Facility 
3. Component 3: Financial Transparency and Accountabil-

ity 
4. Component 4: Social Accountability. 
 
Steering Committee 
 
The Steering Committee (SC) is part of the overall govern-
ance structure of PBS and is a high-level advisory body with 
oversight of Component 4. The SC will not directly manage 
any of the financial resources allocated to Component 4. Nor 
will civil society members of the SC be eligible to participate 
in implementation of Component 4. The SC will be com-
posed of 3 representatives from civil society, 3 representa-
tives from Government and 3 representatives from develop-
ment partners. 
 
CSOs/NGOs representatives’ election 
 
At the meeting organized on July 28, 2006 to discuss the 
process relating to the election of the three CSO/NGO repre-
sentatives to the Steering Committee, participants drawn 
from CSOs/NGOs agreed on a transparent and inclusive 
nomination procedure and a review process that will ulti-
mately culminate in a secret ballot to elect the three CSO/
NGO representatives. 
 
Subsequently, a total of 53 organizations nominated 35 or-
ganizations to be on the list of nominees for the election of 
the three CSO/NGO representatives to be members of a 
Steering Committee of Component 4 of the PBS Project. 
 
An Election Monitoring Panel consisting of three organiza-
tions, i.e. TROCAIRE-CAFOD, Union of Ethiopian Civil 
Society Associations, and the Ethiopian Bar Association 
were given the mandate to validate the reliability and integ-
rity of the voting processes, to observe the counting of the 

ballots and to receive and investigate inquires and complaints 
from CSOs/NGOs regarding the legitimacy of the election 
process. 
 
All CSOs/NGOs that were legally registered in Ethiopia were 
allowed to nominate three CSOs/NGOs to represent them on 
the Steering Committee. FSS was represented during the elec-
tion by Ms Aynalem Asheber, Program and Administration 
Director. 
 
The election was held at the CRDA conference hall on August 
30, 2006. The total number of voters was 77. The election 
winners based on the highest number of votes were: 
 
1. Christian Relief and Development Association (CRDA) - 

48 
2. Consortium of Reproductive Health Association 

(CORHA) – 35, and 
3. Poverty Action Network Ethiopia (PANE) - 32. 
 

A national meeting for the formation of a new Executive 
Committee for Ethiopian Library and Information Association 
(ELIA) was held on 31st August 2006, at Sheraton Addis. 
This meeting, which was jointly organized by The British 
Council and National Archives and Library Agency, was con-
tinuation of the first national conference on “Library and In-
formation for Development and Education Agenda” held on 
23rd of March 2006. 
 
Opening speech was made by Mr. Michel Moore, Director of 
The British Council and a Keynote address was delivered by 
H.E. Ambassador Mohammed Dirir, Minister of Information 
and Culture. 
 
In his address, Ambassador Mohammed underscored the need 
to build a knowledge based society in this information age 
which he said is one of the primary tasks of the professionals 
gathered in the meeting. 
 
The aim of the meeting was to establish an active executive 
committee which would serve ELIA for the next two years. 
 
During the meeting, a report on the work of ELIA over the 
past years was presented by Ato Tamirat Motta, the Chairper-
son of ELIA, and a discussion held on the future direction of 
ELIA. 
 
In addition, the following two papers were presented and dis-
cussed by the participants: 
 
“Professional Associations: Roles, Responsibilities, and Sig-
nificance”, by Ato Wondimeneh Mammo, Addis Ababa Uni-
versity. 
 
“The Status of Libraries in Ethiopia”, by Ato Hailemelekot 
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Taye, The British Council. 
 
Furthermore, MKTY Information Technology Services Plc. 
made a half-hour demonstration for Library and Resource 
Management System. 
 
Following these deliberations, the ELIA members held an 
election and formed a new executive committee of seven 
members. 
 
In his concluding remark, Commissioner Atkilt Assefa, Direc-
tor General of the National Archives and Library Agency, said 
that the country expects more professional outputs from the 
newly established Executive Committee. 
 
Over 1200 librarians from different organizations and regions 
attended the meeting. 
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Causes, complexities, and challenges. Washington D.C.: 
The World Bank. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sustainable Sanitation in Developing Countries  
 
Deadline: December 31, 2006 
 
IFS, in partnership with Sida, calls for research grant applica-
tions both from individual researchers and teams, in the area 
of sustainable sanitation and grey water re-use in developing 
countries. More information can be found from the web: 
http://www.ifs.se/  
 

*** 
 
World Wildlife Fund 
 
Deadline: November 15, 2006  
 
World Wildlife Fund is announcing the opening of its 2007-
2008 Kathryn Fuller Fellowship competition. Two post-
doctoral fellowships will be awarded for a two-year period to 
individuals with outstanding research proposals that are of 
fundamental and immediate importance to global biodiversity 
conservation.  Fuller Fellows can be based at any institution, 
including at World Wildlife Fund, and will be co-advised by 
one academic and one WWF mentor.  Fellows are provided a 
stipend of $50,000 per year, as well as a $15,000 annual re-
search allowance.  
 
Applicants should have received a doctorate degree between 
January 2002 and January 2007.  Offers will be made in the 
spring of 2007, with fellowships to begin in the fall of 2007.  
 
For more information, application guidelines, and on-line ap-
plication forms see: Web: www.worldwildlife.org 
http://worldwildlife.org/fellowships/fuller-fellow.cfm   
 

*** 
Sub-Saharan Graduate Student Thesis Support   
 
Deadline: October 15, 2006 
   
Up to $25,000 Fellowships for graduate students for thesis or 
dissertation research.  Graduate students are eligible if from 
the following from 41 African countries, including Ethiopia. 
Another eligibility requirement is that students should be 
working in the following fields broadly related to agriculture: 
" the science and practice of activity related to food, feed, and 
fiber production, processing, marketing, distribution, utiliza-
tion, and trade, and also includes family and  consumer sci-
ences, nutrition, food science and engineering, agricultural 
economics and other social sciences, forestry, wildlife, fisher-
ies, aquaculture, floriculture, veterinary medicine, and other 
environmental and natural resources sciences."   
 

See details, including work with a CGIAR scientist, at: http://
leap.ucdavis.edu 
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Publishing Opportunities Offered  
by FSS  

 
Since its establishment in 1998, FSS has been producing a 
variety of good quality publications on different develop-
ment issues. While a lot of these publications are products of 
its research and public debate programs, a number of them 
are also the outputs of independent research carried out by 
individuals outside FSS and selected for publication by FSS 
on the bases of the originality of their research and the social 
significance of their subject matter. 
 
FSS would like to encourage authors of such good quality 
works to submit their manuscripts for publication in its book 
and monograph series. 
 
FSS also invites authors to submit contributions for publica-
tion in the quarterly FSS Bulletin, which carries short articles 
on current development and policy issues, book reviews, 
communications and short notes on ongoing research. 
 
FSS provides a modest honorarium for approved manu-
scripts that can be published as books, monographs or Bulle-
tin articles and book reviews.  
 
For more details, contact: 

Research and Publications Department,   email: 
fss@ethionet.et, phone: 011-1572990/91 

 
Democratization and the  

Dilemmas of Media Independence 
 
The dilemma of sustainability was first summed up for 
me in 1999, in a conversation with Sheila Coronel, a 
distinguished investigative reporter in the Philippines 
who is now the executive director of the Philippine Cen-
ter for Investigative Journalism in Manila. Good jour-
nalism that survives the worst political and social condi-
tions, Coronel said, may have trouble when it faces 
competition from a variety of other outlets, including 
many that trade in entertainment and sensationalism, 
and others that are subsidized by governments. Reflect-
ing on her time working as a journalist during the Fer-
dinand Marcos era, she said, "Tyranny of the state may 
be better than tyranny of the market. As journalists we 
knew what to do with the state – you topple it. But what 
do you do with the market?" 
 

(Quote from “Democratization and the Dilemmas of  
Media Independence”, by Craig LaMay, International 
Journal of Not-for-Profit Law / vol. 8, no. 4 / August 

2006 / 65.) 


